
 
 

First international brainstorming of researchers interested in 
Limacidae sensu stricto 

 

8. – 10. September 2006, CH-7000 Chur, Switzerland 

Bündner Naturmuseum, Masanserstrasse 31 
 

Current research with methods of molecular biology (Dipl. Biol. B. Klee-ZSM) as well as 
observations of mating behaviour in the field (M. + G. Falkner; R. Heim-NMLU; U. 
Schneppat-BNM) have shown that within the genus Limax sensu lato there are many unsolved 
taxonomic problems and many more species than previously believed! In addition, there is no 
real understanding of the relationships among the members of Limacidae or of the higher–
level position of the family.  

During the last meeting of FRIEDRICH HELD GESELLSCHAFT in Stuttgart, 3. – 5. March 
2006, a little group of already deeply involved researchers decided to organize a 
brainstorming as a first step towards a better understanding between researchers and to 
improve coordination of projects in this field.  

The problems are so manifold that we do not want to hold this workshop as part of a larger 
meeting or congress. We prefer the idea of a familiar scene where a small group of experts 
can form a “think-tank”, and where we can speak confidently and with freedom about our 
shared research interests. We also need to outline the areas of highest need for research in the 
near future. This meeting is planned to be the first of many as part of a long–term 
collaboration. 

In Stuttgart we agreed to hold the first brainstorming session in Switzerland, in a local but 
active Museum. In addition, we can all enjoy collecting these amazing slugs at night in the 
picturesque alpine location!  

To plan the schedule of this meeting I need to know what your contribution will be as 
soon as possible! This can be in the form of a presentation or a shared discussion. Following 
you will find some suggestions about topics which we think should be urgently discussed for 
better coordination, progress and quality in our research. 

1. External morphological characters. What is variability within and between species? 
Polychromism- facts and doubts about its existence. Possible distinguishing criteria for 
determination in the field. Methods and standards of description. Value of these characters. 

2. Anatomical differences. What are the best characters for distinguishing species? Methods 
and standards of dissection. Urgent need of education in this field. Methods and standards 
of documentation.  

3. Structure of penes. Methods in researching external structure of everted penes. Methods 
in researching internal structure of non everted penes. Value of these characters.  

4. Mating behaviour. New results in this topic. Methods in the field as well in captivity. 
Value of results. 

5. Molecular biology. New results in this topic. Value and meaning of results.  



6. Collecting and preserving. Standards in relaxing, narcotizing, fixation, preservation, 
labelling, storing, cataloguing, etc.. Availability of specimens in collections, types and type 
localities and the need for a central archive as well as the need for series of neotypes. 
Central archive of collections worldwide. 

7. Literature. Availability of original literature concerning this genus. Increasing access to 
translations of the old publications via the internet. (Many misunderstandings in current 
taxonomy are based on the lack of rare papers and non availability of correct translations.) 

8. Contact. Central availability of contact addresses concerning this field of research. 
Increased communication between researchers. Avoidance of overlapping topics and 
coordination of complementary research. (The whole is more than the sum of the parts!)  

9. More topics can be added by participants! 
 

This invitation will be sent to: 
Backeljau, Thierry  Thierry.backeljau@naturalsciences.be 
Bodon, Marco   mabodon@tin.it 
Bössneck, Ulrich   uboessneck@aol.com 
Etzold, Jonathan   jetzold@arcor.de 
Falkner, Gerhard   Falkner@malaco.de 
Falkner, Margrit   Falkner@malaco.de 
Giovanelli, Manuela  mfsn@comune.udine.it 
Giusti, Folco   giustif@unisi.it 
Haszprunar, Gerhard   haszi@zsm.mwn.de 
Heim, René    rene.heim@lu.ch 
Hyman, Isabel    Isabel.Hyman@zsm.mwn.de 
Klee, Barbara    Barbara.Klee@zsm.mwn.de 
Komposch, Christian   c.komposch@oekoteam.at 
Martinez-Orti, Alberto   alberto.martinez@uv.es 
Mildner, Paul    paul.mildner@landesmuseum-ktn.at 
Niederhöfer, Hans-Jörg  niederhöfer.smns@naturkundemuseum-bw.de 
Proschwitz, Ted von   ted.v.proschwitz@gnm.se 
Rähle, Wolfgang   wolfgang.raehle@uni-tuebingen.de 
Reischütz, Peter   peter.reischütz@gmx.at 
Reise, Heike    heike.reise@smng.smwk.sachsen.de 
Rüetschi, Jörg    joerg.ruetschi@swissonline.ch 
Stockinger, Ursula   ursula.stockinger@museum-joanneum.at 
Tappert, Andrea   a.tappert@online.de 
Weitmann, Gerhard   G.Weitmann@luxnatur.lu 
Wiktor, Andrzej   awiktor@biol.uni.wroc.pl  und  wikmiz@o2.pl 
 
Please let me know of any more researchers who should be invited. Please also tell me if you 
are coming and if appropriate, what your contribution will be as soon as possible. This will 
make this brainstorming a successful contact of researchers in this very special group of 
organisms! 

With best regards  Ulrich E. Schneppat 
Ulrich E. Schneppat 
Bündner Naturmuseum 
Zool. Präparator VDP/VNPS 
Masanserstrasse 31 
CH-7000 Chur 
  
Tel.:  +41 (0)81 257 28 41 
Fax.: +41 (0)81 257 28 50 
ulrich.schneppat@bnm.gr.ch  


